Ability of alpha (but not beta) form interleukin-1 to support DNA synthesis in human tonsillar B cells.
The ability of the two forms of recombinant human interleukin-1 (alpha and beta) to support DNA synthesis in human tonsillar B cells was assessed. The results suggested that in two out of three cases the alpha form was able to support DNA synthesis when the beta form was not. These results support the hypothesis that each form of human interleukin-1 has a different role in supporting the growth of human B cells.